
WHAT DO CHRISTIANS THINK ABOUT… 
THE MEDIA?
          Films/TV			      Books		      	Comics



STARTER:
	AS THE REGISTER IS BEING TAKEN, PLEASE RESPOND BY COMPLETING ONE OF THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES:


	My favourite film is … because …
	One TV show I’ve been enjoying recently is … because …
	My favourite book/graphic novel is … because …

	OR ATTEMPT THE TOUGH QUESTION:

	A FILM/BOOK/TV show that has focused on a  religious issue is…




Learning Objectives:
	Students to be able to explain one example of how Christianity has been portrayed in the media. 
	To know how Christians have responded to religious storylines in films or TV
	To be able to participate in a class debate.
	Skills developed: Debate, Discussion and Group Work. 




Can you think of one religious example for each type of media?
Religion and the Media
News articles on religion
Television programmes
/documentaries
Comedies/Sitcoms
Soap opera characters and storylines
Internet
Videogames
Radio



SHOULD CHRISTIANS USE THE MEDIA?
	YES:
	It helps to spread God’s word
	It can be used to disciple people
	The media enables Christianity to be relevant and ‘move with the times’
	More people are spending time online – shouldn’t Christians create online churches for them to attend?
	It allows people who can’t leave their homes to engage with other Christians
	It creates good debate




The Media & Belief in God
There are many TV shows that are not dedicated to religion – but do include religion in them
Documentaries may take into account religious views & there are often religiously aware TV characters – this shows religion permeates everyday life.
However some characters in TV shows or films are shown portraying religion negatively – or religion as a whole is shown as a bad thing
Click to play



EXAMPLES OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE MEDIA:
FAMILY GUY



EXAMPLES OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE MEDIA:
CORONATION STREET



EXAMPLES OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE MEDIA:
LIFE OF BRIAN



EXAMPLES OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE MEDIA:
SONGS OF PRAISE



DISCUSS:
	How was Christianity portrayed in the clip?
	How do you think that Christians would feel watching this clip?
	Is it wrong to portray Christianity like this?




DEBATE:
‘People should never be allowed to  make fun of religion in the media.’ Discuss the statement. You should include different, supported points of views and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to Christianity in the answer 
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